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2.25 SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL SYSTEM 

Solid commercial and industrial wastes currently generated at the project site are collected and 

transported directly to the Waimanalo Gulch Landfill (if it contains no combustible materials) or 

to O‘ahu's HPOWER facility (if combustible materials are present). 

Potential Impacts and Proposed Mitigation 

The UHMC relocation plan is not expected to adversely impact solid waste disposal. 

While the UHMC may generate more solid waste than the previous tenants, both the 

UHMC and the some of the previous tenants are relocating existing impacts in the 

harbor to other, nearby locations in the harbor. Those existing tenants at Pier 35 not 

relocating outside the harbor would reduce the overall impact to the harbor. 

In the short-term, construction activities would produce increased amounts of solid 

waste. The Contractor would be responsible for disposal of such debris. Where possible 

materials would be recycled. 

2.26 FIRE, POLICE, AND MEDICAL SERVICES 

Police protection services are provided by the DOT Harbor PolicePatrol. Fire protection service 

is provided through the Downtown and Kapālama fire stations. Also, the Fire Boat stationed at 

Pier 15 provides fire protection. Major medical services in the Primary Urban Center include the 

Queen’s Medical Center on Punchbowl Street, Straub Clinic and Hospital at the intersection of 

King Street and Ward Avenue, and the Kaiser Permanente Medical Center in Moanalua. Figure 

2-16 shows fire, police, and medical services in the Piers 34 and 35 vicinity. 

DOT is required to ensure building construction and site layout conform with the Uniform Fire 

Code. For example, roadway access for firetrucks would be located within 150 feet of the 

building’s first floor and within 50 feet of an exterior door that leads to the building’s interior to 

assist first responders in the event of an emergency. Capable supplies of water for fire 

suppression and fire response would also be provided by DOT for the new UHMC location.  

Potential Impacts and Proposed Mitigation 

The proposed project is not expected to have a significant adverse impact on fire, police  

or medical service requirements in the area. The relocated activities would not represent 

a substantial change in population that would require fire, police, and medical service 

providers to change service boundaries, plans, or procedures.  

On December 17, 2012, the CCH Police Department stated by letter that the proposed 

action would have no adverse impact on their facilities or operations. 

2.27 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

Cumulative impacts are defined as those impacts on the environment which result from the 

incremental impact of the action when added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable 

future actions regardless of what agency or person undertakes such other actions. Such 

impacts can result from individually minor but collectively significant actions taking place over a 

period of time (HAR § 11-200-2 1996). 

Past human activity has compromised the ecological integrity of the harbor area. Of particular 

concern are: 
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 Hazardous material and waste contamination in the soil,  

 Poor drainage practices degrading harbor water quality, and  

 Traffic congestion on degraded roadways from vehicle-based business development 

along Nimitz Highway and nearby roads that operate beyond their designed capacity. 

Previous sections have discussed activities at Piers 34 and 35. For the impacts of particular 

concern, refer to the following sections for more information: 

 Section 2.15 Historical, Archaeological, and Cultural Resources for past activities; 

 Section 1.5.2 Existing Conditions for present activities; 

 Section 2.8 Hazardous Materials and Waste for soil contamination; 

 Section 2.22 for storm water conditions; and 

 Section 2.20 for traffic conditions. 

Other activities occurring in the Honolulu Harbor area that could potentially affect water quality, 

traffic, and the presence of hazardous materials include: 

 Development of KCT, 

 Reconstruction of the Pier 28 yard, 

 Improvements to Piers 12 and 15,  

 Pacific Shipyards and Atlantis Submarines applying to move their facilities within the 

harbor, 

 Expansion and renovation of the Domestic Commercial Fishing Village at Piers 36-38, 

 Construction of a warehouse building for A‘ala Ship Service, and 

 Renovation and upgrading of other piers and facilities throughout Honolulu Harbor. 

Activities outside Honolulu Harbor that are reasonably foreseeable include the Honolulu Marine 

Ship Repair in the Ke‘ehi Lagoon, the introduction of the Honolulu Rail Transit corridor, and 

higher densities of development in the Iwilei area as a result of smart growth policies being 

implemented by CCH. 

Potential Impacts and Proposed Mitigation 

The cumulative impacts associated with the proposed action would likely not have a 

significant effect upon the environment. The UHMC is an existing and accounted for 

activity in Honolulu Harbor. The relocation of the UHMC from Snug Harbor to Piers 34 

and 35 and its localized impacts are evaluated in previous sections of this chapter. Other 

activities proposed in the Honolulu Harbor area are undergoing environmental review to 

determine the potential significance of the proposed action. Cumulative impacts from 

other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future impacts could theoretically occur 

on most of the resources evaluated, such as climate, air quality, hydrology, water quality, 

flora and fauna, marine biology, noise, cultural resources, traffic, infrastructure, and fire, 

police, and medical services. However, based on the inconsequential incremental 

impacts of the proposed action evaluated in this chapter, and the already urbanized and 

planned for activity in Honolulu Harbor, such impacts would not contribute to significant 

cumulative impacts.  
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3.0 RELATIONSHIP TO STATE AND COUNTY LAND USE PLANS AND 
POLICIES 

The State of Hawai‘i deploys a variety of state and county land use plans and policies to guide 

land use decision making. The Hawai‘i State Environmental Policy describes the overall 

aspirations of the state regarding environment protection. The Hawai‘i State Plan forms the 

foundation of statewide planning by setting goals, objectives, and policies for the state. To 

implement these, the State Plan establishes state functional plans and county general and 

development plans. 

For the proposed action, the relevant functional plan is the Hawai‘i Statewide Transportation 

Plan. This is an umbrella document that guides future planning for air, water, and land 

transportation facilities and programs. In turn, statewide master plans for each of the 

transportation modes are developed. The Harbors Division is responsible for the statewide 

commercial harbor system, exercising control and management over the state’s commercial 

harbor facilities. The Commercial Harbor System Plan assesses statewide harbor requirements. 

The Harbors Division is also responsible for the development of 20-year master plans for each 

of the state-owned and/or operated port facilities. The current one is the O‘ahu Commercial 

Harbors 2020 Master Plan, which begins with Honolulu Harbor, the state’s primary port, then 

considers other ports in an interdependent manner. Also relevant is the  HWMP. 

The applicable county plans and policies are the CCH General Plan, the Primary Urban Center 

Development Plan, and the CCH Land Use Ordinance. 

3.1 HAWAI‘I STATE ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY 

Chapter 344, HRS, is the State of Hawai‘i Environmental Policy. It establishes a state policy to 

encourage productive and enjoyable harmony between people and the environment, promote 

efforts that will prevent or eliminate damage to the environment, stimulate the health and 

welfare of humanity, and enrich the understanding of the environment important to the people of 

Hawai‘i. The proposed action fulfills the State Environmental Policy in the manner listed below. 

Section 344-3  Environmental policy.  It shall be the policy of the State, through its programs, 

authorities, and resources to: 

(2) Enhance the quality of life by: 

(B) Creating opportunities for the residents of Hawai‘i to improve their quality of life 

through diverse economic activities which are stable and in balance with the physical 

and social environments 

Section 344-4  Guidelines.  In pursuance of the state policy to conserve the natural resources 

and enhance the quality of life, all agencies, in the development of programs, shall, insofar as 

practicable, consider the following guidelines: 

(5)  Economic Development. 

(A) Encourage industries in Hawai‘i which would be in harmony with our 

environment; 

(D)  Encourage all industries including the…oceanography…industries to protect the 

environment; 
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3.2 THE HAWAI‘I STATE PLAN 

The Hawai‘i State Plan, Chapter 226, HRS is a guide to future long-range development of the 

state. The State Plan identifies goals, objectives, policies, and priorities for the state. It provides 

a basis for determining priorities and allocating limited resources, such as public funds, 

services, and land. It establishes a system for plan formulation and program coordination to 

integrate all major state and county activities. 

The proposed action is consistent with the State Plan. Described below are sections of the State 

Plan’s overall themes, goals, objectives, policies, and priorities that relate to the proposed action 

in terms of both the Kapālama Container Terminal and the UHMC. 

Part I – Goals, Objectives, and Policies 

Section 226-4 State Goals. In order to guarantee, for present and future generations, those 

elements of choice and mobility that insure that individuals and groups may approach their 

desired levels of self-reliance and self-determination, it shall be the goal of the state to achieve:  

(1) A strong, viable economy, characterized by stability, diversity, and growth, that enables 

the fulfillment of the needs and expectations of Hawai‘i's present and future 

generations.  

Section 226-6 Objectives and policies for the economy – in general.  

(2) Planning for the State's economy in general shall be directed toward achievement of 

the following objectives: 

a. Increased and diversified employment opportunities to achieve full employment, 

increased income and job choice, and improved living standards for Hawai‘i's 

people, while at the same time stimulating the development and expansion of 

economic activities capitalizing on defense, dual-use, and science and 

technology assets, particularly on the neighbor islands where employment 

opportunities may be limited. 

(3) To achieve the general economic objectives, it shall be the policy of this State to: 

a. Expand Hawai‘i's national and international marketing, communication, and 

organizational ties, to increase the State's capacity to adjust to and capitalize 

upon economic changes and opportunities occurring outside the State. 

(4) Expand existing markets and penetrate new markets for Hawai‘i's products and 

services. 

Section 226-10 Objective and policies for the economy – potential growth activities. 

(a) Planning for the State's economy with regard to potential growth activities shall be 
directed towards achievement of the objective of development and expansion of 
potential growth activities that serve to increase and diversify Hawai‘i's economic base. 

(b) To achieve the potential growth activity objective, it shall be the policy of this State to: 

(1) Facilitate investment and employment growth in economic activities that have 
the potential to expand and diversify Hawai‘i's economy, including but not limited 
to diversified agriculture, aquaculture, renewable energy development, creative 
media, and science and technology-based sectors. 
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(2) Expand Hawai‘i's capacity to attract and service international programs and 
activities that generate employment for Hawai‘i's people; 

(3) Enhance and promote Hawai‘i's role as a center for international relations, trade, 
finance, services, technology, education, culture, and the arts. 

(5) Promote Hawai‘i's geographic, environmental, social, and technological 

advantages to attract new economic activities into the State.  

(6) Provide public incentives and encourage private initiative to attract new 

industries that best support Hawai‘i's social, economic, physical, and 

environmental objectives; 

(7) Increase research and the development of ocean-related economic activities 
such as mining, food production, and scientific research. 

(8) Develop, promote, and support research and educational and training programs 
that will enhance Hawai‘i's ability to attract and develop economic activities of 
benefit to Hawai‘i. 

(10) Encourage the development and implementation of joint federal and state 
initiatives to attract federal programs and projects that will support Hawai‘i's 
social, economic, physical, and environmental objectives. 

Section 226-11 Objectives and policies for the physical environment – land-based, shoreline, 

and marine resources. 

(a) Planning for the State's physical environment with regard to land-based, shoreline, and 

marine resources shall be directed towards achievement of the following objectives: 

(1) Prudent use of Hawai‘i's land-based, shoreline, and marine resources. 

(2) Effective protection of Hawai‘i's unique and fragile environmental resources. 

(b) To achieve the land-based, shoreline, and marine resources objectives, it shall be the 

policy of this State to: 

(1) Exercise an overall conservation ethic in the use of Hawai‘i's natural resources. 

(2) Ensure compatibility between land-based and water-based activities and natural 

resources and ecological systems. 

(3) Take into account the physical attributes of areas when planning and designing 

activities and facilities. 

(4) Manage natural resources and environs to encourage their beneficial and 

multiple uses without generating costly or irreparable environmental damage. 

(8) Pursue compatible relationships among activities, facilities, and natural 

resources. 

(9) Promote increased accessibility and prudent use of inland and shoreline areas 

for public recreational, educational, and scientific purposes. 

Section 226-17 Objectives and policies for facility systems – transportation.   

(a) Planning for the State's facility systems with regard to transportation shall be directed 

towards the achievement of the following objectives: 
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(1) An integrated multi-modal transportation system that services statewide needs 

and promotes the efficient, economical, safe, and convenient movement of 

people and goods. 

(2) A statewide transportation system that is consistent with and will accommodate 

planned growth objectives throughout the State. 

(b) To achieve the transportation objectives, it shall be the policy of this State to: 

(4) Provide for improved accessibility to shipping, docking, and storage facilities. 

(6) Encourage transportation systems that serve to accommodate present and 

future development needs of communities. 

(8) Increase the capacities of airport and harbor systems and support facilities to 

effectively accommodate transshipment and storage needs. 

(9) Encourage the development of transportation systems and programs which 

would assist statewide economic growth and diversification. 

(10) Encourage the design and development of transportation systems sensitive to 

the needs of affected communities and the quality of Hawai‘i's natural 

environment. 

(12) Coordinate intergovernmental land use and transportation planning activities to 

ensure the timely delivery of supporting transportation infrastructure in order to 

accommodate planned growth objectives. 

Section 226-21 Objective and policies for socio-cultural advancement – education. 

(a) Planning for the State's socio-cultural advancement with regard to education shall be 

directed towards achievement of the objective of the provision of a variety of 

educational opportunities to enable individuals to fulfill their needs, responsibilities, and 

aspirations. 

(b) To achieve the education objective, it shall be the policy of this State to: 

(8) Emphasize quality educational programs in Hawai‘i's institutions to promote 

academic excellence. 

(9) Support research programs and activities that enhance the education programs 

of the State. 

Part III – Priority Guidelines 

Section 226-103 Economic priority guidelines. 

(a)  Priority guidelines to stimulate economic growth and encourage business expansion 

and development to provide needed jobs for Hawai‘i's people and achieve a stable and 

diversified economy: 

(1) Seek a variety of means to increase the availability of investment capital for new 

and expanding enterprises. 

(A) Encourage investments which (iv) Reinvest in the local economy. 

Section 226-107 Quality Education. Priority guidelines to promote quality education: 



 

UHMC Relocation to Piers 34 and 35 

DraftFinal Environmental Assessment                                        3-5 

(6) Pursue the establishment of Hawai‘i's public and private universities and colleges as 

research and training centers of the Pacific. 

3.3 STATE FUNCTIONAL PLANS 

State Functional Plans are the primary guidelines for implementing the Hawai‘i State Plan. The 

functional plans establish shorter-term goals and objectives specific to a sector, such as energy, 

transportation, education, and tourism (HRS 226). 

The Hawai‘i Statewide Transportation Plan provides policy-level direction for near-term, mid-

term, and long-term decision making. The Plan includes goals and objectives and implementing 

strategies that can broadly address multiple undefined projects but also narrowly provide 

concrete guidance. Described below are sections of the Hawai‘i Statewide Transportation Plan’s 

overall goals and objectives that relate to the proposed action in terms of both the Kapālama 

Container Terminal and the UHMC (DOT 2002). 

Goal I: Achieve an integrated multi-modal transportation system that provides mobility and 

accessibility for people and goods. 

Objective 1: To preserve, maintain, and improve the air, land, and water transportation system 

infrastructure and programs with regard to each community’s unique characteristics. 

A) Improve multi-modal and inter-modal connectivity of the transportation system. 

B) Increase capacity and services to respond to current needs and anticipated growth. 

Goal IV: Support Hawai‘i’s economic vitality. 

Objective 1: To provide and operate an air, land, and water transportation system to 

accommodate existing and emerging economic developments and opportunities. 

A) Provide a direct, convenient, and physically suitable system for goods movement to 

transportation facilities and to commercial and industrial areas. 

B) To promote efficient and cost effective operations of the transportation system. 

3.4 HONOLULU WATERFRONT MASTER PLAN 

The  HWMP represents a comprehensive, long range vision for the Honolulu waterfront. The 

HWMP addresses major planning issues concerning public access and use of the waterfront, 

long-term integrity of commercial maritime operations, plan implementation, relocation needs, 

and financial feasibility (OP 1989).  

The proposed project supports the overall goals of the HWMP by: 

 Providing a more efficient shipping facility at KMR that will provide for the current and 

future needs of Hawai‘i’s residents, and 

 Maximizing public benefits associated with the improvement of Piers 34 and 35 by 

providing facilities for marine research and program growth. 

3.5 O‘AHU COMMERCIAL HARBORS 2020 MASTER PLAN 

DOT Harbors is responsible for administering the state-owned or -controlled harbor facilities 

used by commercial cargo, passenger, and fishing operations. DOT Harbors is responsible for 
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the control, management, use and regulation of commercial harbors and their improvements. 

DOT Harbors manages harbor traffic, berthing, landside usage, and facility development. 

DOT Harbors has developed the O‘ahu Commercial Harbors 2020 Master Plan (1997) (“2020 

Master Plan”) as an update to the HWMP. The 2020 Master Plan is a conceptual master plan 

that addresses Honolulu, Kewalo Basin, and Kalaeloa Barbers Point Harbors as dependent 

harbors, and functions as a long-range guide for the development and enhancement of these 

commercial ports. The 2020 Master Plan ensures O‘ahu's commercial harbors will be capable of 

meeting the expanding needs of the state's growing economy through the year 2020. 

Honolulu Harbor is the hub of the state's commercial harbor operations. Almost all cargo 

destined for overseas shipment is consolidated and shipped out of the harbor, and almost all 

incoming overseas cargo passes through the harbor before distribution throughout the state. 

Berthing and landside accommodations within Honolulu Harbor are reaching capacity, therefore, 

vessel traffic, lack of berths, and insufficient operational space are daily problems. 

Kalaeloa Barbers Point Harbor, which provides maritime access for O‘ahu's growing central and 

leeward communities, was designed to alleviate some of Honolulu Harbor's congestion. 

However, Kalaeloa Barbers Point Harbor has already replaced Kahului Harbor as the state's 

second busiest harbor, and it is experiencing scheduling problems as well. 

The 2020 Master Plan addresses these existing problems by serving as a long-range planning 

guide for the development of safe, efficient, and economically viable harbor facilities. Major 

objectives of the 2020 Master Plan include: 

 The proper development of O‘ahu's commercial harbors, thereby facilitating maritime 

shipments of the essential commodities required by the State of Hawai‘i and its citizenry; 

 Optimal utilization of land and water resources committed to marine cargo, passenger, 

and fishing operations in an economically responsible manner; 

 Provision of and access to terminals, and other harbor facilities in locations along the 

Honolulu waterfront, at Kalaeloa Barbers Point and other locations in a manner that best 

relates to and serves Hawai‘i's port system in an efficient, safe and secure manner; and 

 Minimization of impacts on environmental quality and recreational opportunities 

contiguous with port facilities. 

In summary, implementation of the 2020 Master Plan to begin improvements to O‘ahu’s 

commercial harbors is necessary considering Hawai‘i imports 80 percent of its food and 

merchandise and approximately 99 percent of these imports – food, clothing, building materials, 

cars, fuel – is shipped by sea (DOT Harbors 1997). As a result of Hawai‘i’s geographic isolation, 

ocean shipping is the state’s primary life-sustaining enterprise. There are no feasible 

alternatives to this. 

The UHMC relocation is identified in and is, therefore, consistent with the 2020 Master Plan. 
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3.6 COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM (SPECIAL MANAGEMENT AREAS) 

The Coastal Zone Management (CZM) Act of 1972 is administered in Hawai‘i by the State 

Office of Planning, DBEDT, and affects projects that require federal permits, including USACE 

permits. The objectives and policies of the Hawai‘i CZM Program as set forth in Chapter 205A, 

HRS, are to provide recreational resources; protect historic, scenic, and coastal ecosystem 

resources; provide economic uses; reduce coastal hazards; and manage development in the 

coastal zone. 

Chapter 25, Revised Ordinances of Honolulu, outlines controls and policies for development 

within an area along the shoreline referred to as the SMA which is under CCH jurisdiction. SMA 

policies are administered by the Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP), CCH. The 

proposed improvements to Piers 34 and 35 do not fall within the CCH SMA boundary limits. The 

boundary of the SMA extends across Sand Island to its northern shoreline (Figure 2.8). 

Environmental concerns are also addressed through the CZM consistency review process. The 

entire Island of O‘ahu is within the coastal zone area affected by the federal CZM Act. Because 

the project proposes activities that affect water bodies, federal permits may be required, 

triggering the need for a CZM Federal Consistency review. 

The Hawaii Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA), HRS 205A, was enacted in 1978 to protect 

public trust resources and to encourage recognition of coastal hazards in site planning and 

building construction. The CZMA regulates ten categories of coastal resources and provides 

objectives and policies to be considered when evaluating a proposed action. The entire State is 

within the coastal zone management area. However, to enhance local decision making and 

respect “home rule”, the authority to implement the CZMA is delegated to each Island’s 

Planning Commission and on Oahu, the County Council and CCH, for proposed actions within 

Special Management Areas (SMA).  

For proposed developments that cost more than $500,000 the authority may grant approval 

through a public hearing and notification process. For actions costing less than $500,000 or 

those deemed to not be development, the authority for approval is delegated to the Director of 

the respective Planning Department. The CZMA provides definitions of what is, and is not, 

“development” (HRS § 205A-22). SMA permits may have reasonable conditions placed on the 

approval to ensure that adverse impacts to coastal resources are avoided, minimized or 

mitigated.   

Chapter 25, Revised Ordinances of Honolulu, outlines controls and policies for development 

within the SMA which is under CCH jurisdiction. SMA policies are administered by the 

Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP), CCH. However, the proposed improvements to 

Piers 34 and 35 do not fall within the CCH SMA. The boundary of the CCH SMA extends across 

Sand Island to its northern shoreline (Figure 2.8). 

Since, the subject property is located outside of the SMA it is not regulated by Chapter 25. HRS 

205A-48 specifically excludes State harbors from SMA constraints, in part to facilitate intra-state 

and interstate commerce. Furthermore, HRS 205A-2(c)(5)(B) seeks to agglomerate coastal-

dependent facilities together in one location to enhance protection of undeveloped coastlines.  

Nonetheless, proposed actions within State harbors must be consistent with the policies and 

objectives of HRS 205A-2. Accordingly, a federal CZMA Consistency Determination may be 

required. The determination is made by the State Office of Planning and DOT anticipates 
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consulting with the state agency early in the process. The consistency determination process 

provides for public and government agency participation to ensure transparency in decision 

making and to facilitate consideration and coordination of coastal resource protection and 

hazard avoidance. 

An assessment of the proposed actions conformance and consistency with Hawaii’s CZMA 

objectives and policies is provided below. 

3.6.1  Recreational Resources 

Objective: 

Provide coastal recreational opportunities accessible to the public. 

Policies: 

(A) Improve coordination and funding of coastal recreational planning and 
management; and 

(B) Provide adequate, accessible, and diverse recreational opportunities in the 
coastal zone management area by: 

(i) Protecting coastal resources uniquely suited for recreational activities 
that cannot be provided in other areas; 

(ii) Requiring replacement of coastal resources having significant 
recreational value, including but not limited to surfing sites, fishponds, 
and sand beaches, when such resources will be unavoidably damaged 
by development; or requiring reasonable monetary compensation to the 
state for recreation when replacement is not feasible or desirable; 

(iii) Providing and managing adequate public access, consistent with 
conservation of natural resources, to and along shorelines with 
recreational value; 

(iv) Providing an adequate supply of shoreline parks and other recreational 
facilities suitable for public recreation; 

(v) Ensuring public recreational use of county, state, and federally owned 
or controlled shoreline lands and waters having recreational value 
consistent with public safety standards and conservation of natural 
resources; 

(vi) Adopting water quality standards and regulating point and non-point 
sources of pollution to protect, and where feasible, restore the 
recreational value of coastal waters; 

(vii) Developing new shoreline recreational opportunities, where appropriate, 
such as artificial lagoons, artificial beaches, and artificial reefs for 
surfing and fishing; and 

(viii) Encouraging reasonable dedication of shoreline areas with recreational 
value for public use as part of discretionary approvals or permits by the 
land use commission, board of land and natural resources, county 
planning commissions; and crediting such dedication against the 
requirements of Section 46-6, HRS. 

Analysis: 
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The proposed action is not anticipated to adversely affect existing coastal recreational 

resources. The outcome of the action would result in continued industrial and port use of 

the property. Use of the site as a port facility would not adversely impact recreation at 

the site or displace recreational opportunities that presently exist. As a result, adverse 

impacts on recreational resources are not anticipated.   

3.6.2 Historic Resources 

Objective: 

Protect, preserve and, where desirable, restore those natural and manmade 
historic and prehistoric resources in the coastal zone management area that are 
significant in Hawaiian and American history and culture. 

Policies: 

(A) Identify and analyze significant archeological resources; 

(B) Maximize information retention through preservation of remains and artifacts 
or salvage operations; and 

(C) Support state goals for protection, restoration, interpretation, and display of 
historic resources. 

Analysis: 

The State Historic Preservation Division determined that the proposed action would have 

no adverse effect on historic properties on January 2, 2013. The SHPD reiterated earlier 

determinations made on December 7, 2012 and May 27, 2012. Nonetheless, should 

artifacts or human remains be encountered, all work would cease immediately and the 

SHPD contacted.  With the implementation of the above, no adverse impacts are 

anticipated. 

3.6.3  Scenic and Open Space Resources 

Objective: 

Protect, preserve and, where desirable, restore or improve the quality of coastal 
scenic and open space resources. 

Policies: 

(A) Identify valued scenic resources in the coastal zone management area; 

(B) Ensure that new developments are compatible with their visual environment 
by designing and locating such developments to minimize the alteration of 
natural landforms and existing public views to and along the shoreline; 

(C) Preserve, maintain, and, where desirable, improve and restore shoreline 
open space and scenic resources; and 

(D) Encourage those developments which are not coastal dependent to locate in 
inland areas. 

Analysis: 

Views from the property were not identified as scenic resources. Views to and along the 

shoreline are generally protected through the CZMA. The proposed action occurs within 

a highly developed and industrialized port area in which coastal views are impeded by 

intervening development and human uses. There are no open space areas used by the 
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public within the proposed project site and adverse impacts are on scenic and open 

resources are not anticipated as a result of the areas continued use as a port facility. 

3.6.4 Coastal Ecosystems 

Objective: 

Protect valuable coastal ecosystems, including reefs, from disruption and 
minimize adverse impacts on all coastal ecosystems. 

Policies: 

(A) Improve the technical basis for natural resource management; 

(B) Preserve valuable coastal ecosystems, including reefs, of significant 
biological or economic importance; 

(C) Minimize disruption or degradation of coastal water ecosystems by effective 
regulation of stream diversions, channelization, and similar land and water 
uses, recognizing competing water needs; and 

(D) Promote water quantity and quality planning and management practices 
which reflect the tolerance of fresh water and marine ecosystems and prohibit 
land and water uses which violate state water quality standards. 

Analysis: 

Drainage improvements for the property are designed to accommodate more runoff than 

would be required. Oil, grease, and chemicals can be transported during rainstorms and 

enter near shore waters thereby negatively affecting water quality and marine life. By 

implementing spill prevention protocols and ensuring proper handling and storage of 

chemicals and materials, disbursement of these pollutants can be reduced and avoided 

thereby minimizing adverse impacts to coastal ecosystems. In addition, silt fences and 

BMPs would be implemented during construction to ensure sediment does not enter 

near shore water or drainages. With the implementation of the above mitigation 

measures, no adverse impacts to coastal ecosystems are anticipated. 

3.6.5 Economic Uses 

Objective: 

Provide public or private facilities and improvements important to the State's 
economy in suitable locations. 

Policies: 

(A) Concentrate coastal dependent development in appropriate areas; 

(B) Ensure that coastal dependent development such as harbors and ports, and 
coastal related development such as visitor facilities and energy generating 
facilities, are located, designed, and constructed to minimize adverse social, 
visual, and environmental impacts in the coastal zone management area; and 

(C) Direct the location and expansion of coastal dependent developments to 
areas presently designated and used for such developments and permit 
reasonable long-term growth at such areas, and permit coastal dependent 
development outside of presently designated areas when: 

(i) Use of presently designated locations is not feasible; 
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(ii) Adverse environmental effects are minimized; and 

(iii) The development is important to the State's economy. 
Analysis: 

The proposed action agglomerates a coastal-dependent facility along with other, similar 

harbor and port facilities. The proposed action would have a favorable effect by co-

locating the facility with comparable industrial-type uses. Use of the site for the proposed 

action reduces the loss of other, less developed coastal areas and focuses expansion on 

areas already designated for coastal-dependent facilities such as the one under 

consideration.  

3.6.6 Coastal Hazards 

Objective: 

Reduce hazard to life and property from tsunami, storm waves, stream flooding, 
erosion, subsidence and pollution. 

Policies: 

(A) Develop and communicate adequate information about storm wave, tsunami, 
flood, erosion, subsidence, and point and nonpoint source pollution hazards; 

(B) Control development in areas subject to storm wave, tsunami, flood, erosion, 
hurricane, wind, subsidence, and point and nonpoint pollution hazards; 

(C) Ensure that developments comply with requirements of the Federal Flood 
Insurance Program; 

(D) Prevent coastal flooding from inland projects; and 

(E) Develop a coastal point and nonpoint source pollution control program. 
Analysis: 

Development along the shoreline is subject to coastal hazards and consequently should 

be constructed with respect to natural hazards. The proposed facility would be designed 

to withstand flood inundation and its utilities would be appropriately waterproofed. The 

site is not subject to coastal erosion, as may occur on beaches and soft shorelines. 

Although the site is within the tsunami inundation zone, by selecting a portion of the 

property that is elevated, adverse effects from coastal hazards are diminished and 

minimized.   

3.6.7 Managing Development 

Objective: 

Improve the development review process, communication, and public 
participation in the management of coastal resources and hazards. 

Policies: 

(A) Use, implement, and enforce existing law effectively to the maximum extent 
possible in managing present and future coastal zone development; 

(B) Facilitate timely processing of applications for development permits and 
resolve overlapping of conflicting permit requirements; and 
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(C) Communicate the potential short and long-term impacts of proposed 
significant coastal developments early in their life-cycle and in terms 
understandable to the public to facilitate public participation in the planning 
and review process. 

Analysis: 

Proposed actions within State harbors and ports must be consistent with the policies and 

objectives of HRS 205A-2. Accordingly, a federal Coastal Zone Consistency 

Determination may be required by the State Office of Planning and includes a public and 

government agency participation and comment process. The process ensures 

transparency in decision making and facilitates consideration of coastal resource 

protection and hazard avoidance. Additionally, the use of State lands and/or funds 

triggers HRS Chapter 343 during which government agencies and the public are 

afforded the opportunity to review, evaluate and comment on the proposed action and its 

alternatives. Copies of the DEA are available online and at local libraries. A notice of its 

availability has been published in the state’s Environmental Notice. 

3.6.8 Public Participation 

Objective: 

Stimulate public awareness, education, and participation in coastal management. 

Policies: 

(A) Maintain a public advisory body to identify coastal management problems 
and to provide policy advice and assistance to the coastal zone management 
program; 

(B) Disseminate information on coastal management issues by means of 
educational materials, published reports, staff contact, and public workshops 
for persons and organizations concerned with coastal-related issues, 
developments, and government activities; and 

(C) Organize workshops, policy dialogues, and site-specific medications to 
respond to coastal issues and conflicts. 

Analysis: 

Input was solicited from members of the public, government agency personnel, and 

political leaders in the development of the DEA. Government agencies and the public 

have been provided with access to copies of this document and have been afforded the 

opportunity to review, evaluate, and comment on the proposed action and its 

alternatives. Copies of the DEA are available online and at local libraries. A notice of 

availability has been published in the state’s Environmental Notice and subsequent 

revisions to the document will be made available to the public. Additionally, a federal 

Coastal Zone Consistency Determination may be required which includes a public and 

government agency participation and comment process. Comments and response to 

those comments are included in the appendices. As such, the public has been afforded 

the opportunity to comment and participate in the decision making process. 

3.6.9 Beach Protection 

Objective: 

Protect beaches for public use and recreation. 



 

UHMC Relocation to Piers 34 and 35 

DraftFinal Environmental Assessment                                        3-13 

Policies: 

(A) Locate new structures inland from the shoreline setback to conserve open 
space and to minimize loss of improvements due to erosion; 

(B) Prohibit construction of private erosion-protection structures seaward of the 
shoreline, except when they result in improved aesthetic and engineering 
solutions to erosion at the sites and do not interfere with existing recreational 
and waterline activities; and 

(C) Minimize the construction of public erosion-protection structures seaward of 
the shoreline. 

Analysis: 

There are no beaches or sand resources at the site and the area is predominately a 

hardened shoreline supporting coastal-dependent facilities. In using the existing 

hardened area for the proposed action, more pristine areas are avoided and sandy 

shorelines better protected. Beach protection is best achieved by avoiding erosion prone 

areas, allowing sand transport mechanisms to function without interruption, ensuring 

sand reservoirs are not impounded, and avoiding areas that are projected to erode 

during a structures lifespan. However, the area is not subject to coastal erosion or 

shoreline retreat given its developed, urbanized nature. No adverse impacts to beaches 

or sand transport processes are anticipated as a result of the proposed action. 

3.6.10 Marine Resources 

Objective: 

Implement the State's Ocean Resources Management Plan. 

Policies: 

(A) Exercise an overall conservation ethic, and practice stewardship in the 
protection, use, and development of marine and coastal resources; 

(B) Assure that the use and development of marine and coastal resources are 
ecologically and environmentally sound and economically beneficial; 

(C) Coordinate the management of marine and coastal resources and activities 
management to improve effectiveness and efficiency; 

(D) Assert and articulate the interests of the State as a partner with federal 
agencies in the sound management of ocean resources within the United 
States exclusive economic zone; 

(E) Promote research, study, and understanding of ocean processes, marine life, 
and other ocean resources in order to acquire and inventory information 
necessary to understand how ocean development activities relate to and 
impact upon ocean and coastal resources; and 

(F) Encourage research and development of new, innovative technologies for 
exploring, using, or protecting marine and coastal resources. 

Analysis: 

The proposed action conforms to the 2007 Ocean Resources Management Plan 

(ORMP). The ORMP encourages coastal-dependent facilities to be expanded within 

already developed port and harbor areas rather than locating to new, undeveloped 
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coastal areas. Furthermore, the ORMP promotes additional marine and oceanic 

research for which the proposed action would facilitate more effectively in the proposed 

location than its current locale and structure. As such, the proposed action is in accord 

with the ORMPs recommendations. 

3.6.11 Summary 

The proposed action agglomerates a coastal-dependent facility within the confines of existing 

port, harbor, and urbanized industrial facilities along hardened shorelines to enhance economic 

efficiency and support expansion of the State’s economy. The preferred location minimizes 

adverse effects on recreation, beaches, scenery, coastal views, and sites of cultural importance 

by avoiding alternative, less-developed coastal areas. The proposed action would result in 

greater efficacy in conducting marine and oceanic research as recommended by the ORMP. 

Public participation in managing the proposed development has been afforded through 

communication with government agency personnel, soliciting comments from the public, and 

notifying and informing the public and decision makers during the environmental review 

process. Construction of the proposed action would incorporate coastal hazard and flood 

avoidance and/or prevention measures, such as flood-proofing utilities in areas subject to 

inundation. Coastal ecosystems would be protected through the use of BMPs during 

construction and the implementation of standard protocols for handling potential pollutants and 

responding to inadvertent spills. Overall, the proposed action avoids, minimizes and/or mitigates 

adverse impacts to coastal resources identified at the site. By locating within an existing harbor, 

the coastal-dependent facility proposed herein would encourage efficient allocation of limited 

shoreline resources and preclude the loss of planning options at other, less-developed, more 

pristine coastlines. The proposed action is consistent with the objectives and policies of Hawaii’s 
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3.7 STATE LAND USE LAW 

The State Land Use Commission classifies all lands in the State of Hawai‘i into one of four land 

use designations: Urban, Rural, Agricultural or Conservation (HRS 205). The project site is 

located in the Urban (land use) District. Land classified as State Urban District is regulated by 

CCH through its zoning regulations in the Land Use Ordinance. 

3.8 GENERAL PLAN AND DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

While the proposed action is exempt from CCH oversight, the action fulfills objectives and meets 

designated uses of the CCH General Plan, Primary Urban Center Development Plan, and the 

Land Use Ordinance and zoning. 

3.8.1 General Plan 

The General Plan establishes CCH's long-term objectives and policies. These objectives tend to 

be broad in scope; land use policies in subsequent Development Plans provide more specific 

policies to achieve the General Plan objectives. General Plan objectives and policies that relate 

to the proposed actions at Honolulu Harbor are summarized below (CCH 2010). 

Transportation and Utilities 

Objective A: To create a transportation system which will enable people and goods to 

move safely, efficiently, and at a reasonable cost; serve all people, including the poor, 

the elderly, and the physically handicapped; and offer a variety of attractive and 

convenient modes of travel. 

Policy 13: Facilitate the development of a second deep-water harbor to relieve 

congestion in Honolulu Harbor. 

Economic Activity: 

Objective A: To promote employment opportunities that will enable all the people of 

O‘ahu to attain a decent standard of living. 

Policy 2: Encourage the development of small businesses and larger industries 

which will contribute to the economic and social well-being of O‘ahu residents. 

Physical Development and Urban Design: 

Objective A: To coordinate changes in the physical environment of O‘ahu to ensure that 

all new developments are timely, well-designed, and appropriate for the areas in which 

they will be located. 

3.8.2 Primary Urban Center Development Plan 

The project site is located in the Primary Urban Center of Honolulu. The Development Plan 

Land Use Designation is industrial which is consistent with the proposed use of the project site 

(CCH 2004). 

3.8.3 County Land Use Ordinance and Zoning 

The proposed project area is located within the I-3 Waterfront Industrial designation (Figure 

2.7). All improvements within these districts are subject to review by the CCH DPP. 
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However, pursuant to Chapter 266-2(b), HRS, all harbor improvements, including any maritime 

facilities constructed by the DOT, are exempted from CCH zoning regulations.  

Nonetheless, the proposed actions are a permitted use within these zones and are in 

accordance with the Land Use Ordinance.  
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4.0 PERMITS AND APPROVALS THAT MAY BE REQUIRED 

The permits and approvals that may be required before implementation of the proposed action 

are listed below. Note: DOT Harbors is exempt from county zoning approvals, pursuant to HRS 

266-2(b).  

Table 4-1. List of Permits and Approvals that May be Required 

Level Department Permit Type 

Federal USACE Section 10 Permit (Work in Navigable Waters) 

Federal USACE Section 404 (Discharge of Dredge or Fill Material into Water), 

pending USACE jurisdictional determination 

State DOH NPDES general permit Notice of Intent (NOI) 

State DOH NPDES, NOI, Form C (Site-Specific Construction BMPs Best 

Management Practices Plan) 

State DOH NPDES, NOI, Form G (Dewatering) 

State DOH Section 401, Water Quality Certification (WQC). 

, pending USACE has made a jurisdictional determination that a 

on Section 404 or Nation-wide permit would be required. 

State DOH Community Noise Control Permit 

State DBEDT CZM Consistency Determination, pending USACE jurisdictional 

determination on Section 404 

CCH DPP Grading Permit 

CCH DPP Building and construction permits 
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5.0 EARLY CONSULTATION FOR DRAFT EA PREPARATION 

The agencies and organizations in Table 5-1 were consulted during preparation of the Draft EA 

in accordance with Chapter 343, HRS requirements. Appendix A contains a copy of the early 

consultation letter and responses. 

Table 5-1. Agencies and Organizations Contacted for Early Consultation 

Department / Division Letter 
Telephone / 

Email 

Federal Agencies 

National Marine Fisheries Service ✓  

NOAA ✓  

USACE  ✓ 

U.S. Coast Guard ✓ ✓ 

USFWS ✓  

State Agencies 

DBEDT, OP, CZM Program  ✓ 

DLNR SHPD  ✓ 

DOH Clean Air Branch  ✓ 

DOH Clean Water Branch ✓ ✓ 

DOT Airports ✓  

DOT Highways ✓  

Office of Hawaiian Affairs ✓ ✓ 

CCH Agencies 

Board of Water Supply ✓  

Dept. of Design and Construction – Wastewater Division ✓ ✓ 

Dept. of Facility Maintenance ✓  

DPP ✓ ✓ 

Fire Dept. ✓  

Police Dept. ✓  

Political Representatives (in 2011) 

Romy M. Cachola, City Council Representative, District 7 ✓  

Suzanne Chun Oakland, State Senator, District 13 (Sand 

Island, Snug Harbor) 

✓  

Brickwood Galuteria, State Senator, District 12 (Iwilei) ✓  

Joey Manahan, State Representative, District 29 (Sand 

Island, Snug Harbor) 

✓  

Karl Rhoads, State Representative, District 28 (Iwilei, 

Pālama, Downtown, Chinatown, Sheridan) 

✓  

Kalihi-Pālama Neighborhood Board #15 ✓  

Utilities 

The Gas Company (natural gas connector for HVAC) ✓  

HECO ✓  

Private Organizations / Individuals 

A‘ala Ship Services ✓  
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Department / Division Letter 
Telephone / 

Email 

Chevron Fueling Station ✓  

Clean Islands Council ✓  

E Noa Tours ✓  

Fishing Village Association ✓  

Fresh Island Fish ✓  

Hawaii Stevedores ✓  

Hawaiian Ice ✓  

Honolulu Freight Warehouse ✓  

Iwilei District Participating Parties, LLC (IDPP) ✓  

JFC International ✓  

Kem’s Inc. ✓  

Marine Spill Response Corporation (MSRC) ✓  

Nico’s at Pier 38 ✓  

P & R Water Taxi ✓  

Pacific Commercial Services ✓  

Pacific Fishing & Supply ✓  

Pacific Ocean Producers ✓  

Paradise Inn Hawai‘i ✓  

Pasha's Hawai‘i ✓  

Sea Engineering, Inc. ✓  

Seafood Hawai‘i, Inc. ✓  

United Fishing Agency ✓  

Y Fukunaga Products ✓  
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6.0 COMPLIANCE WITH CHAPTER 343, HAWAI‘I REVISED STATUTES 

The Significance Criteria in HAR Title 11, Section 200-12 for environmental impacts were 

reviewed and the proposed project was assessed for significant impacts. The evaluation 

included all phases of the proposed action, both direct and indirect impacts and short-term and 

long-term effects, and the cumulative effects. Short-term is considered to be construction phase 

and long-term is the operational phase in the discussion below. Each of the significance criteria 

listed below is followed by the evaluation.  

6.1 SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA 

1. Involves an irrevocable commitment or loss of or destruction of natural or cultural 

resources. 

No significant natural, cultural, historical, or archaeological resources are anticipated to be 

found within the project site, and the project would not impact historic properties or traditional 

cultural properties or practices. The existing project site was modified when the existing piers 

were developed. The subject property does not contain any known natural or cultural resources. 

The proposed activity involves the renovation and expansion of an existing facility, improvement 

of the site pavement and wharf area, and utility upgrades. Should archaeological or cultural 

features be discovered during the demolition, construction, or renovation phases of work, SHPD 

would be notified and work in the vicinity of the discovered features would be halted until the site 

has been evaluated for significance.  

On January 2, 2013, SHPD determined that no historic properties would be affected by the 

proposed action. In 2012, SHPD previously concurred with a finding of “No Historic Properties 

Adversely Affected” for Pier 35 during Section 106 consultation with the USACE. On December 

12, 2011, SHPD concurred with its previous finding of no adverse effect for the Master Plan for 

Harbor Infrastructure Improvement and Expansion. As mitigation for the Kapalama Container 

Terminal portion of the Master Plan, SHPD accepted a Historic Architectural Survey of Former 

Kapalama Military Reservation and Hawaiian Dredging Sites prepared by Fung and Associates 

in 2007 on behalf of DOT. 

2. Curtails the range of beneficial uses of the environment. 

The proposed action would not curtail the beneficial uses of the environment. The proposed 

action involves improvements to an existing facility, wharf, and surface area. The existing use of 

the project area would be modified to optimize UHMC operations at the site. The improvements 

proposed would continue to support harbor-related uses and therefore other non-harbor related 

uses would continue to be curtailed. Construction is of limited duration, and BMPs would be 

implemented to minimize erosion and other potential impacts. 

3. Conflicts with the state’s long-term environmental policies or goals and guidelines as 

expressed in Chapter 344, HRS, and any revisions thereof and amendments thereto, 

court decisions, or executive orders. 

The proposed action is consistent with the state’s long-term environmental policies and 

guidelines specified in Chapter 344, HRS, as demonstrated in Section 3.1. 

4. Substantially affects the economic welfare, social welfare, and cultural practices of the 

community or state. 
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The proposed action would not result in a noticeable direct economic benefit but would have an 

indirect benefit. Construction and renovation would employ workers. The UHMC relocation 

would have substantial indirect economic benefits. Relocating the UHMC would provide 

upgraded facilities to meet present and future needs of the UHMC. This would allow continued 

program excellence resulting in marine research that brings economic benefits to the state. 

Second, the relocation would accommodate the construction of the KMR cargo terminal to 

increase the cargo capacity of Honolulu Harbor. This would have significant direct and indirect 

economic benefits. KMR would provide a more efficient resource to the maritime industry, which 

provides for almost all of the consumer goods imported into the State of Hawai‘i. 

The proposed action would not adversely affect the social welfare or cultural practices of the 

community or state, or create environmental health and safety risks that may disproportionately 

affect children, minority, or disadvantaged populations. The proposed action would not impact 

cultural resources or practices. 

5. Substantially affects public health. 

No public health concerns related to the proposed action’s construction or operations are 

anticipated. No long-term impacts to air, soil, or water quality are anticipated. Short-term 

impacts to noise and air quality (dust and odors) as a result of construction are not anticipated 

to be significant and would be limited to the construction phase in the immediate construction 

area. Construction and operation would be compliant with federal, state, and county regulations. 

6. Involves substantial secondary impacts, such as population changes or effects on 

public facilities. 

The proposed action would not have substantial secondary impacts, such as to induce 

population growth or adversely impact public infrastructure. There would be minimal increase in 

commuter traffic associated with the work force at the site. The proposed action would not have 

secondary impacts on the neighboring communities or other parts of O‘ahu. 

7. Involves a substantial degradation of environmental quality. 

The proposed project does not involve a substantial impact to environmental quality. Short-term 

impacts to noise levels and air and water quality would be minimal and transitory, and the use of 

erosion control measures would minimize anticipated short-term impacts to geology, soils, and 

water resources. There would be no long-term impacts to any resource area. Mitigation 

measures would be employed as practicable to minimize potential effects from construction 

activities, such as dust and noise. Hazardous and regulated materials used onsite would be 

managed in accordance with applicable regulations. Implementation of the proposed action and 

the associated BMPs would mitigate any increase in incidental presence of petroleum, oil, or 

lubricants.  

8. Is individually limited and cumulatively has considerable effect upon the environment 

or involves a commitment for larger actions. 

The cumulative impacts associated with the proposed action would likely not have a significant 

effect upon the environment. The UHMC is an existing and accounted for activity in Honolulu 

Harbor. The relocation of the UHMC from Snug Harbor to Piers 34 and 35 and its localized 

impacts are evaluated in previous sections of this chapter. Cumulative impacts from other past, 

present, and reasonably foreseeable future impacts could theoretically occur on most of the 
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resources evaluated, such as climate, air quality, hydrology, water quality, flora and fauna, 

marine biology, noise, cultural resources, traffic, infrastructure, and fire, police, and medical 

services. However, based on the inconsequential incremental impacts of the proposed action 

and the already urbanized and planned for activity in Honolulu Harbor, such impacts would not 

contribute to significant cumulative impacts.  

9. Substantially affects a rare, threatened, or endangered species, or its habitat. 

The project site has been previously disturbed and developed. There are no known rare, 

threatened or endangered species or habitat for such species at the project site. 

No threatened, endangered, or candidate listed animal or plant species protected by federal or 

state regulations would be impacted by the proposed action. However, the project site is within 

the range of federally-listed endangered bird species.  

10. Detrimentally affects air or water quality or ambient noise levels. 

The proposed project would not detrimentally affect air or water quality or ambient noise levels 

beyond the construction period. Ground or surface water quality and aquifer recharge potential 

would not be significantly impacted. Mitigation measures and BMPs proposed during the 

construction period would mitigate temporary air, water and noise pollution. The proposed 

action would comply with federal, state, and local regulations and standards. 

During the construction phase, there would be short-term air quality and ambient noise impacts. 

To minimize air quality impacts during construction, dust control measures would be 

implemented to minimize wind-blown emissions. Noise impacts from construction would be 

minimized by limiting construction activities to daylight hours and by following all applicable 

regulations. During operations, there would be minimal impacts to air and noise and these 

impacts are unlikely to be noticeable beyond the property boundary.  

No storm water would leave the site during construction or operation. BMPs would be 

implemented as part of permit conditions to protect water resources. Storm water would be 

routed through existing storm water outfalls onsite. Construction storm water would be managed 

in accordance with the regulations of the DOH Clean Water Branch NPDES permit program and 

state water quality standards, specifically HAR § 11-54 Water Quality Standards and HAR § 11-

55 Water Pollution Control. 

While there are a number of construction projects proposed in Honolulu Harbor and the Iwilei 

area, it is unlikely they would occur concurrently in the same vicinity. No detrimental 

construction phase cumulative impacts on air, water or noise are anticipated. The proposed 

action would have no additive adverse cumulative impacts during the operational phase. Refer 

to Sections 2.2, 2.6 and 2.13 for more discussion on the potential impacts to air, water quality 

and ambient noise, respectively.  

11. Affects or is likely to suffer damage by being located in an environmentally sensitive 

area such as a floodplain, tsunami zone, beach, erosion-prone area, geologically 

hazardous land, estuary, fresh water, or coastal waters. 

The proposed site is located within a tsunami zone, but otherwise it is not located in flood plain, 

beach, erosion-prone area, geologically hazardous lands, estuary, or fresh water. As noted in 

Section 2.7.3, the FEMA designates the site as Zone X – areas determined to be outside the 

500-year floodplain and no habitable structures are associated with the project. 
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A tsunami event is unpreventable and unpredictable. The proposed project facilities would be 

designed, constructed, and operated in accordance with potential for tsunami flood inundation. 

12. Substantially affects scenic vistas and viewplanes identified in county or state plans 

or studies. 

The proposed action would not directly or indirectly affect any identified scenic views or view 

planes identified in state or county plans or studies, as described in Section 2.17. The 

improvements proposed would be at or near existing grades and therefore would not directly 

impact views or vistas directly. No cumulative impacts to visual resources are anticipated.  

13. Requires substantial energy consumption. 

Construction of the project would require the consumption of energy in the form of petroleum 

products to operate construction machinery. Operations of the completed pier improvements 

would also require the consumption of energy (fuel) for its daily research and van handling 

operations, oceangoing vessels, and power required for facility operations and lighting. These 

impacts already occur at the present location of the UHMC. The relocation would increase 

operational efficiency, thereby reducing long-term energy consumption. 

6.2 FINDINGS AND REASONS SUPPORTING THE ANTICIPATED DETERMINATION  

In accordance with the provisions set forth in Chapter 343, HRS, and the significance criteria in 

HAR § 11-200-12 (1996), it is anticipated that the project will have no significant adverse 

impacts to air quality, water quality, noise levels, social welfare, historic sites, or wildlife habitat. 

Anticipated short-term impacts will cease upon project construction completion and will not 

cause significant impacts to the environmental quality of the area. The mitigation measures 

described in this document will further minimize short-term impacts. 

The proposed action would have no significant short-term or long-term direct, secondary, or 

cumulative adverse impacts on the environment. Long-term and secondary impacts of the 

UHMC relocation are anticipated to be beneficial, leading to increased operational efficiencies in 

Honolulu Harbor. Therefore, it is anticipated that an EIS will not be required, and that a FONSI 

will be issued. 
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7.0 DRAFT EA DISTRIBUTION AND COMMENTS 

The agencies and organizations listed in Table 7-1 received copies of the Draft EA and will 

receive notification of availability of the Final EA as part of the Chapter 343, HRS review 

process. Table 7-2 lists those who commented and where the Final EA changed as a result.  

Table 7-1. Agencies and Organizations Receiving Copies of the Draft EA 

Department / Division 

Federal Agencies 

Federal Aviation Administration 

National Marine Fisheries Service 

Naval Facilities Engineering, Command 

NOAA 

USACE 

U.S. Coast Guard 

USFWS 

State Agencies 

Dept. of Agriculture 

Dept. of Accounting and General Services 

DBEDT OP 

DBEDT OP, CZM Program 

DBEDT Energy Division 

Dept. of Defense 

Dept. of Education 

DOH Clean Air Branch 

DOH Clean Water Branch 

DOH Environmental Planning Office 

DOH Hazard Evaluation and Emergency Response Office 

Hawai‘i Community Development Authority (HCDA) 

Dept. of Human Services 

Dept. of Labor and Industrial Relations 

DLNR Division of Aquatic Resources (DAR) 

DLNR Land Division 

DLNR SHPD 

DLNR Division of Forestry and Wildlife (DOFAW) 

DLNR O‘ahu Island Burial Council 

DOT Statewide Transportation Planning (Including Director and Deputy Director) 

DOT Harbors 

DOT Airports 

DOT Highways 

UH Environmental Center 

Hawai‘i State Library and regional libraries 

Housing Finance and Development Corporation 

Office of Hawaiian Affairs 

CCH Agencies 

Board of Water Supply 

Dept. of Design and Construction 

Dept. of Design and Construction – Wastewater Division 
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Department / Division 

Dept. of Environmental Services 

Dept. of Facility Maintenance 

Dept. of Parks and Recreation 

Dept. of community Services 

DPP 

Fire Dept. 

Police Dept. 

Political Representatives 

Romy M. Cachola, City Council Representative, District 7 

Suzanne Chun Oakland, State Senator, District 13 (Sand Island, Kalihi, Liliha, Nu‘uanu, Pauoa, 

Pu‘unui) 

Glenn Wakai, State Senator, District 15 (Kalihi, Māpunapuna, Airport, Salt Lake, Āliamanu, Foster 

Village, Hickam, Pearl Harbor) 

Joey Manahan, State Representative, District 29 (Sand Island, Mokauea, Kalihi Kai, Kapālama) 

Karl Rhoads, State Representative, District 28 (Pālama, Downtown, Chinatown, Sheridan) 

Kalihi-Pālama Neighborhood Board #15 

Private Organizations / Individuals / Utilities 

A‘ala Ship Services 

Chevron Fueling Station 

Clean Islands Council 

E Noa Tours 

Fishing Village Association 

Fresh Island Fish 

Hawaii Gas (formerly The Gas Company) 

Hawaii Harbors Users Group 

Hawaii Stevedores 

Hawaiian Ice 

HECO 

Honolulu Freight Warehouse 

Horizon Lines 

Iwilei District Participating Parties, LLC (IDPP) 

JFC International 

Kem’s Inc. 

Marine Spill Response Corporation (MSRC) 

Matson Navigation Co. 

Nico’s at Pier 38 

P & R Water Taxi 

Pacific Commercial Services 

Pacific Fishing & Supply 

Pacific Ocean Producers 

Paradise Inn Hawai‘i 

Pasha's Hawai‘i 

Sea Engineering, Inc. 

Seafood Hawai‘i, Inc. 

United Fishing Agency 

Y Fukunaga Products 

Young Brothers, Ltd. 
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The agencies and organizations listed in the below table received notification of availability of 

the Draft EA as part of the Chapter 343, HRS review process. The date the notice was sent and 

the format indicates whether the entity received the notification as an email or letter. The 

response column indicates the date a letter was sent to the commenter. The final column 

indicates what sections of the document were altered as a result of the comment. In addition, 

copies of all comment and response letters are provided in Appendix D. 

Table 7-2. Agencies, organizations and/or the public that commented on the Draft EA 

Department / 

Division 

Notification 

Sent 

Comment 

Format 

Comment 

Date 
Comments 

Response 

Sent 
Addressed in FEA 

Federal Aviation 

Administration 
2012.12.17 Letter 2012.12.19 Yes 2013.01.15 Section 2.20.3 added 

Naval Facilities 

Engineering, 

Command 

2012.12.17 Email 2013.01.09 No 2013.01.09 N/A 

USACE 2012.12.17 Letter 2012.01.16 Yes 2013.01.23 
DA permits required noted 

in Table 4.1 

DBEDT OP & CZM 

Program 
2012.12.17 Letter 2012.12.21 Yes 2013.01.15 Section 3.6 augmented 

Dept. of Labor and 

Industrial Relations 
2012.12.17 Letter 2012.12.31 No 2013.01.15 N/A 

DLNR Land 

Division, DOBOR, 

OCCL 

2012.12.17 Letter 2013.01.07 No 2013.01.15 N/A 

DLNR SHPD 2012.12.17 Letter 2013.01.02 Yes 2013.01.15 
Sections 2.15 and 6.1-1 

revised 

UH Environmental 

Center 
2012.12.17 Email 2013.1.2 Yes 2013.01.15 

Section 2.6 mitigation 

measures revised 

Dept. of Design and 

Construction – 

Wastewater 

Division 

2012.12.17 Email 2012.01.08 Yes 2013.01.15 
Section 1.5 and 2.22 

revised 

Dept. of 

Environmental 

Services 

2012.12.17 Letter 2013.01.08 Yes 2013.01.23 
Section 1.5 and 2.22 

revised 

Dept. of Facility 

Maintenance 
2012.12.17 Letter 2013.01.15 No 2013.01.23 

Section 1.5 and 2.22 

revised 

Fire Dept. 2012.12.17 Letter 2013.01.04 Yes 2013.01.15 
Section 1.5 and 2.26 

revised 

Police Dept. 2012.12.17 Letter 2013.01.07 No 2013.01.15 N/A 

A‘ala Ship Services 2012.12.17 Letter 2013.01.15 Yes 2013.01.23 
Mitigation in Section 

2.20.1 revised 

HECO 2012.12.20 Letter 2013.01.04 Yes 2013.01.15 Section 2.24 revised 

Horizon Lines 2012.12.17 Email 2012.12.24 Yes 2013.01.15 
Section 2.8 last paragraph 

added regarding USTs 

Iwilei District 

Participating 

Parties, LLC (IDPP) 

2012.12.20 Email 2012.01.07  2013.01.23 

Revisions to Sections 1.5, 

2.5, 2.6, 2.7 and 2.8. 1998 

groundwater publication 

by Finstick cited. 
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